
Every Child Learns UNICEF Education Strategy 2019-2030

UNICEF EDUCATION | COVID-19 Response 

Lisa Bender
April 2020



IASC Guidance on COVID-19 Prevention & Control in Schools

 Basic facts

 Key messages and actions

 Environmental health

 Engaging care-givers & 
children

 Suggestions for age specific 
educational activities



All Means ALL

• Need to understand the 
disproportionate impact on women 
and girls

• Enhance accessibility of information, 
materials and instruction (students, 
teachers, staff, parents)

• Adapt for the displaced: language of 
instruction, combatting xenophobia

• Build community & global citizenship



Supplements|COVID-19 Prevention & Control

OPERATIONS

Checklist on environmental health for schools

o 2 pager on cleaning & disinfecting schools with supply list

o 2 pager on contextualizing and implementing COVID Guidance for schools 

LEARNING

o 2 pager for schools on accelerated education 

o 2 pager of child friendly COVID-19 materials for integration into lessons

INCLUSION & PROTECTION

Checklist on supporting students for parents/caretakers 

Checklist on caring for self and others for students 

o 2 pager on resources for reaching and engaging specific populations of 

concern

o 2 pager on MHPSS support for students & staff

o 2 pager on priority CP considerations for schools



Environmental Health



Cleaning, Disinfecting & Sanitizing

Cleaning removes germs, dirt, and impurities from surfaces or objects. Cleaning 

works by using soap (or detergent) and water to physically remove germs from 

surfaces. This process does not necessarily kill germs, but by removing them, it 

lowers their numbers and the risk of spreading infection. 

Disinfecting kills germs on surfaces or objects. Disinfecting works by using 

chemicals to kill germs on surfaces or objects. This process does not necessarily 

clean dirty surfaces or remove germs, but by killing germs on a surface after 

cleaning, it can further lower the risk of spreading infection. 

Sanitizing lowers the number of germs on surfaces or objects to a safe level, as 

judged by public health standards or requirements. This process works by either 

cleaning or disinfecting surfaces or objects to lower the risk of spreading 

infection. 





Key Resources 
UNICEF COVID-19 Portal  https://www.unicef.org/coronavirus/covid-19

Global Education Cluster https://educationcluster.net/COVID19

INEE https://inee.org/collections/coronavirus-covid-19

IASC Guidance on COVID-19 Prevention & Control in Schools
• https://www.unicef.org/reports/key-messages-and-actions-coronavirus-disease-covid-19-

prevention-and-control-schools

COVID-19 Emergency Preparedness and Response WASH and Infection Prevention 
and Control Measures in Schools 

• https://www.unicef.org/media/66356/file/WASH-COVID-19-infection-prevention-and-
control-in-schools-2020.pdf

https://www.unicef.org/coronavirus/covid-19
https://educationcluster.net/COVID19
https://inee.org/collections/coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.unicef.org/reports/key-messages-and-actions-coronavirus-disease-covid-19-prevention-and-control-schools
https://www.unicef.org/media/66356/file/WASH-COVID-19-infection-prevention-and-control-in-schools-2020.pdf

