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The SADC Regional Strategic Framework affirms a three pronged approach to combating the HIV/AIDS pandemic in the Southern Africa Region: 
 
1. CREATING A FOUNDATION FOR ACTION  
It will be possible to move forward nationally and regionally if there is – in each country, and within SADC itself – a foundation for action which in-
cludes the following building blocks:  
• Dual approach: strategies to counterattack the pandemic in education that take account of both (1) how to help prevent the further spread of the 

disease by using resources available to the education sectcor, and (2) how to reduce the consequences of the pandemic on the education sector 
itself.  

• Committed and informed leadership: politicians, senior education department officials, and senior international agency staff who are knowl-
edgeable and committed, who are convinced that our situation is grave, and recognise that our learning structures are being steadily under-
mined. 

• Collective dedication: understanding that HIV/AIDS in education is not the problem of ministries of education alone. They can only overcome 
the effects of this pandemic by working with partners inside and outside government. A holistic approach by all sector stakeholders to problems 
in the whole education sector is now required. 

• Research and monitoring: a research agenda, along with research principles, priorities, and resources. It should also be possible to identify a 
set of benchmarks and crisis indicators – alarm bells indicating trouble – which can be monitored over time.  

• Effective management: recognising that current bureaucratic structures in governments and agencies are not conducive to attacking AIDS. 
Fighting the pandemic is not a part-time assignment, but a full-time mandate until the situation stabilises. Ministries and agencies must antici-
pate its consequences, and harness resources to counteract it.  

• Policy, planning and regulatory framework: working arrangements coordinated within a framework of understanding about the pandemic, and 
its impact on the sector, and disseminated to those responsible for implementing them.  

• Resources: adequate funds allocated to the fight against HIV and AIDS, including much more substantial funding and support for local and na-
tional nongovernment partners through government or nongovernment funding mechanisms, including fundholders.  

 
2. MITIGATING THE IMPACT  
Mitigating the impact’ of HIV and AIDS means, in essence, protecting education quality and provision, and reducing the effects of the pandemic on 
educators, learners, and the system itself. 
 
• Impact assessment: assessments of the likely impact of the pandemic over the next two-three decades on learners and educators, and on the 

health of the sector itself. Policy formulation and planning need to take account of the evidence provided by the assessments, which need to be 
updated regularly. 
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• Projecting future supply and demand: reasonably accurate predications of future demand for education and , in terms of numbers of learners 
in various age groups, how many teachers and trainers will be required. A qualitative assessment will be required of the likely characteristics of 
learners in future, taking account of those who are infected and affected by AIDS. 

• Stabilising education provision and quality (system self-preservation): even under attack by the pandemic, the system works so that 
teachers are teaching, children are enrolling and staying in school, managers are managing, and personnel, financial and professional devel-
opment systems are performing adequately.  

• Reducing the Impact on Institutions of Learning (counteracting the pandemic): those affected and infected by the pandemic can work and 
learn in a caring environment which respects the human rights of all 

• Responding Creatively to New Learning Needs (outwitting the disease): the system continues to provide meaningful, relevant educational 
services to learners in and out of school, in complex and demanding circumstances.  

• Supporting Orphans and Other Vulnerable Children and Youth: an environment in which children who have lost parents or who are other-
wise affected by HIV and AIDS, receive material, psycho-social and other benefits which enable them to continue learning. 

 
3. PREVENTING THE SPREAD OF HIV/AIDS 
Educators need to define: (1) the extent of education’s responsibility for fighting the pandemic, and for caring for those affected by the 
disease; (2) at what point educators should hand over responsibility for learners in difficulty to health and social service agencies; and 
(3) the extent to which schools and other educational institutions are (or should be) part of the community response to the pandemic. 
 
• Installing curricula: integrated or separate life skills programmes at primary, secondary and post-school levels, along with pro-

grammes for young people who are permanently or temporarily out of school. 
• Developing and using appropriate materials: materials have been developed that are appropriate and up-to-date and are widely 

distributed and available. 
• Developing educator knowledge and skills:  
• Upgrading teacher educators: improving the skills, behaviours, attitudes and knowledge of those responsible for INSET and pre-

service preparation of teachers of life skills programmes. 
• Evaluating curriculum interventions: assessing the content, implementation and outcomes of life skills and similar curricula – at 

all levels from preschool to universities – to determine if this is education’s most appropriate contribution to preventing AIDS. 
• Providing counselling and care for learners and educators: Supporting those affected and infected with professional care 

through counselling centres or other alternatives. 
• Working in partnership: A multi-sectoral approach is adopted where any groups with initiative are incorporated into planning for 

prevention. 
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1. CREATING A FOUNDATION FOR ACTION 
 
COUNTRY DUAL  

APPROACH 
LEADERSHIP COLLECTIVE 

DEDICATION 
RESEARCH 
AGENDA 

EFFECTIVE 
MANAGEMENT 

POLICY AND 
REGULATIONS 

STRATEGIC PLAN RESOURCES 

 Is equal consideration 
given to (1) prevent-
ing spread of the 
disease and to (2) 
reducing the antici-
pated impact of the 
pandemic on educa-
tion? 

Are political leaders, 
senior officials, 
unions, the teaching 
service, school 
governing bodies 
knowledgeable and 
committed to action?  

Are partners outside 
government involved 
in the fight against 
HIV/AIDS? Do 
mechanisms exist for 
partnerships?  

Is information about 
HIV/AIDS being 
collected, analysed, 
stored and spread? 
Is there an HIV/AIDS 
and education re-
search agenda for 
the education sector?  

Has a full-time senior 
manager been ap-
pointed? Does a 
standing structure 
exist which includes 
partners in and out of 
government?  

Are HIV/AIDS sector 
policies and regula-
tions in place? Are 
there appropriate 
codes of conduct for 
teachers and learn-
ers, and are they 
applied rigorously? 

Is there an education 
sector HIV/AIDS strate-
gic plan which covers all 
levels of the whole 
education sector, and is 
it funded? 
 

Are plans being funded 
adequately? Are funds being 
channelled to various levels 
of the system, and to part-
ners outside government 
who can use them? 

Angola Yes. Angola is only 
beginning to ac-
knowledge that there 
is a dual  strategy. 
The Ministry has 
introduced HIV/AIDS 
into the curriculum. 
There is enforcement 
of policies in educa-
tional institutions and 
advocacy on TV and 
radio. It is still view as 
a Health issue and 
not an Education one. 

Yes. They have 
demonstrated com-
mitment as they 
organised meetings 
and other ways of 
advocating HIV/AIDS 
prevention. There 
are a number of 
associations and 
parliamentarians 
involved. It is largely 
driven at central govt 
but it has filtered 
down to regional 
govt, institutes and 
schools. 

There are numerous 
partners involved in 
the fight – UNICEF, 
USAID, FNUAP, 
OMS, PNUD, 
UNESCO, BM, 
UNHCR, FAO, EU, 
Italian Cooperation 
and Noreuega’s 
Embassy. There are 
bilaterals with these 
organisations. 

The Ministry of Edu-
cation has just de-
signed such a pro-
ject.  The National 
Institute of Research 
and Development of 
Education (INIDI) has 
an HIV/AIDS re-
search agenda. It 
has a standing com-
mittee involving the 
Ministry. 

No, not yet has there 
been such an ap-
pointment. There is a 
multi-sectoral group 
headed by the Minis-
try of Health. 

Not for the whole 
sector as there are 
human and financial 
resource problems. 
There is a plan to 
initiate a legal project 
on HIV/AIDS cover-
ing policy across all 
sectors. Presently we 
have SADC’s  Codes 
of Conduct on 
HIV/AIDS and em-
ployment. 

There are meetings of 
multi-sectoral groups 
that have drawn the 
national strategic plan to 
deal with the pandemic, 
under the Ministry of 
Health. ONUSIDA, 
PNLS and the Ministry 
of Health are the main 
drivers of strategy and 
funds being channelled. 

Some plans are being ade-
quately funded but generally 
there is a serious problem of 
resources and appropriate 
mechanisms for channelling 
funding. 

Score 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 
Botswana Yes. HIV/AIDS has 

been mainstreamed 
into the MoE’s plans. 
It is mainstreamed 
into the curriculum; 
there is care and 
support for orphans, 
and counseling pro-
vided. 

Political commitment 
is very high and the 
challenge is maintain 
momentum. The 
President of Bot-
swana chairs the 
National Aids Coun-
cil, PS’s chair sector 
committees, district 
commissioners and 
council secretaries 
co-chair district 
multi-sectoral com-
mittees. There is 
also a high level of 
denial. 

Yes. UNDP, UN-
AIDS,UNICEF,WHO, 
DFID, Sida and 
others. There is a 
good relationship 
with all partners and 
stakeholders and a 
high level of co-
operation. 

Statistics are being 
compiled at the 
moment. The  de-
partment of planing, 
statistics and re-
search is currently 
collecting data on 
annual returns from 
the education re-
gions. Data is stored 
in an item database. 
The National AIDS 
Co-ordinating 
Agency is managing 
the research agenda. 

In 2000 MoE ap-
pointed a full-time 
AIDS co-ordinator. 
The Teachers Asso-
ciation against 
HIV/AIDS was 
formed.  

A national Policy on 
HIV/AIDS developed 
in 1993. The direc-
torate of Public 
Service Management 
has developed a 
code of Conduct on 
HIV/AIDS. Different 
Sectors have formu-
lated workplace 
policies in line with 
the national policy. 
These are newly 
formulated and still 
need to be rigorously 
applied. 

A Strategic plan is being 
developed. It is currently 
in draft form. The 
UNDP/GOB support 
programme will fund it. 

Funds are channelled to 
various education sectors 
within the MoE and outside 
of it. 

Score 3 2 3 3 3 2 2 2 
Score refers to country preparedness (one is low, three is high or zero if action has not yet been taken on this issue). 
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1. CREATING A FOUNDATION FOR ACTION 
 
COUNTRY DUAL  

APPROACH 
LEADERSHIP COLLECTIVE 

DEDICATION 
RESEARCH 
AGENDA 

EFFECTIVE 
MANAGEMENT 

POLICY AND 
REGULATIONS 

STRATEGIC PLAN RESOURCES 

 Is equal consideration 
given to (1) prevent-
ing spread of the 
disease and to (2) 
reducing the antici-
pated impact of the 
pandemic on educa-
tion? 

Are political leaders, 
senior officials, 
unions, the teaching 
service, school 
governing bodies 
knowledgeable and 
committed to action?  

Are partners outside 
government involved 
in the fight against 
HIV/AIDS? Do 
mechanisms exist for 
partnerships?  

Is information about 
HIV/AIDS being col-
lected, analysed, 
stored and spread? Is 
there an HIV/AIDS and 
education research 
agenda for the educa-
tion sector?  

Has a full-time 
senior manager 
been appointed? 
Does a standing 
structure exist which 
includes partners in 
and out of govern-
ment?  

Are HIV/AIDS sector 
policies and regula-
tions in place? Are 
there appropriate 
codes of conduct for 
teachers and learners, 
and are they applied 
rigorously? 

Is there an education 
sector HIV/AIDS strategic 
plan which covers all 
levels of the whole edu-
cation sector, and is it 
funded? 
 

Are plans being funded 
adequately? Are funds 
being channelled to 
various levels of the 
system, and to partners 
outside government who 
can use them? 

Lesotho Equal consideration 
is given to both pre-
vention and mitigation 
issues. 

Yes. HIV/AIDS has 
been declared a 
national crisis and 
everyone is trying to 
do something about 
the pandemic. 

i) Yes, through the 
Lesotho Network of 
AIDS Service Or-
ganisations. ii) Yes, 
joint work-
shops/meetings. 

i) No. 
ii) No. 

i) No. 
ii) Yes., through the 
National AIDS Pro-
gramme and LE-
NASO. 

i) There is no 
HIV/AIDS Education 
policy. 
ii) No codes of con-
duct are in place. 

Some aspects of 
HIV/AIDS in Education 
are included in the draft 
National HIV/AIDS Stra-
tegic Plan. 

No. 

Score 3 2 3 0 2 0 1 0 
Malawi Yes. The Ministry 

has identified 5 
priority levels: 
- Curriculum 
- Teacher Dev 
- Guidance and 

counselling 
- Human re-

sources 
- Planning and 

budgeting 

Yes. There is a 
cabinet committee on 
HIV/AIDS chaired by 
the Vice President.. 
The Human Re-
source management 
is in the forefront. 

Yes. There are 
numerous donors, 
NGOS, religious 
organisations and 
civil society. The 
mechanism is  
through the technical 
committees in place. 

Information is being 
collected and stored. 
The analysis of the 
data is about to being. 
Some dissemination is 
taking place. 

No, a full time senior 
manager has not 
been appointed 
although it is part of 
a people’s job de-
scription. 

These are not yet in 
place but are being 
developed. There is a 
code of conduct but it 
is not being rigorously 
applied. 

The strategic plan is in 
the process of being 
developed. Funding is in 
the pipeline. 

The plans are not yet 
determined. Funds are 
not yet being channeled 
to the various levels of 
the system or to partners 
outside of government. 

Score 3 3 2 2 0 1 2 2 
Mauritius More focus on pre-

vention than on 
mitigation 

Yes there is a na-
tional Aids Commit-
tee which reports to 
the Ministry of 
Health. The Minister 
of Health and Quality 
of Life is the highest 
level in Government 
with the responsibility 
for action. 

Yes. There is in-
volvement of all 
stakeholders i.e. 
NGOS, religious 
groups, the commu-
nity in planning of 
activities. They 
National Aids Com-
mittee provides a 
forum for partnership 
approach.   

A monthly HIV/AIDS 
bulletin is issues and 
circulated and a 
monthly IEC report is 
complied. Research is 
undertaken by the 
Mauritius Institute of 
Health. There is no 
research agenda 
specific to education. 

There is no specific 
programme for 
education.  All activi-
ties are coordinated 
by National Aids 
Control Pro-
gramme/Health IEC 
Unit 

There is no HIV/AIDS 
Policy on education 
nor a legislation in 
place 

There is currently a 
national HIV/AIDS stra-
tegic plan for 2001-005 
under development. No 
specific one for educa-
tion. 

The current activities are 
being funded by either 
the Ministry of Health or 
various donors. 

Score 1 2 2 2 1 0 2 2 
Score refers to country preparedness (one is low, three is high or zero if action has not yet been taken on this issue). 
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1. CREATING A FOUNDATION FOR ACTION 
 
COUNTRY DUAL  

APPROACH 
LEADERSHIP COLLECTIVE 

DEDICATION 
RESEARCH 
AGENDA 

EFFECTIVE 
MANAGEMENT 

POLICY AND 
REGULATIONS 

STRATEGIC PLAN RESOURCES 

 Is equal considera-
tion given to (1) 
preventing spread of 
the disease and to 
(2) reducing the 
anticipated impact of 
the pandemic on 
education? 

Are political leaders, 
senior officials, 
unions, the teaching 
service, school 
governing bodies 
knowledgeable and 
committed to action?  

Are partners outside 
government involved 
in the fight against 
HIV/AIDS? Do 
mechanisms exist for 
partnerships?  

Is information about 
HIV/AIDS being col-
lected, analysed, 
stored and spread? Is 
there an HIV/AIDS and 
education research 
agenda for the educa-
tion sector?  

Has a full-time 
senior manager 
been appointed? 
Does a standing 
structure exist which 
includes partners in 
and out of govern-
ment?  

Are HIV/AIDS sector 
policies and regula-
tions in place? Are 
there appropriate 
codes of conduct for 
teachers and learners, 
and are they applied 
rigorously? 

Is there an education 
sector HIV/AIDS strategic 
plan which covers all 
levels of the whole edu-
cation sector, and is it 
funded? 
 

Are plans being funded 
adequately? Are funds 
being channelled to 
various levels of the 
system, and to partners 
outside government who 
can use them? 

Mozambique There is much more 
focus on prevention 
than on mitigation. 
We have not yet  
begun to really con-
sider mitigation 
issues. 

There is relatively 
high commitment at 
the national and 
provincial levels 
among senior offi-
cials 

There are two key 
partners involved – 
UNICEF and UNDP. 
Mechanisms are 
planned for involve-
ment of partners but 
nothing yet imple-
mented. 

An initial study has 
been implemented 
assessing the impact 
but very little else has 
been done or even 
planned at this stage. 

A part-time manager 
in the Directorate de 
……….da Education 
has been appointed. 
There is no standing 
committee formed 
yet. 

There are no 
HIV/AIDS policies in 
place for the educa-
tion sector although 
there are general 
policies which may 
apply. There is no 
code of conduct yet 
developed.  

An education sector plan 
has been developed but 
it only focuses on primary 
and secondary educa-
tion. It is not yet funded. 

There is ad hoc funding 
for specific projects. 
Funds are not being 
channelled to any part-
ners outside of govern-
ment. 

Score 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 
Namibia Interventions have 

been mainly in pre-
vention, nothing 
much on impact 

Political leaders say 
something about the 
pandemic 

NGOs more active Nothing coordinated by 
government 

The Ministry of 
Education is not 
involved 

Nothing developed yet There is a national stra-
tegic plan which has a 
chapter on education  

Each ministry is sup-
posed to budget for 
HIV/AIDS 

Score 1 2 1 0 0 0 1 1 
Seychelles More consideration  

given to HIV/AIDS 
prevention, however, 
this does not mean 
that impact issues 
are neglected.  

Yes. There is a 
National Ministerial 
Council on HIV/AIDS 
and HIV/AIDS has 
been declared a 
national emergency 

There is a National 
Aids Committee 
which is cross-
sectoral. The Ministry 
of Health works with 
schools through 
shared talks, 
churches through 
religious education 
and NGO’S  

Any HIV/AIDS informa-
tion is currently being 
collected by the Minis-
try of Health.. No 
specific research 
agenda for education. 

Under the Ministry of 
Health, there is a 
Aids Prevention and 
Control Programme 
Manager. This 
Manager services 
the national Aids 
Committee 

There is a national 
Policy and the Public 
Health Act. The Act 
still to be reviewed to 
address the classifica-
tion of HIV/AIDS 
under the Act. With 
respect to Education, 
the education sector 
policy is still at the  
draft stage and the 
issue of how to deal 
with the pandemic 
within the sector to be 
addressed 

Nothing developed at the 
moment. However there 
is a programme called 
the Personal and Social 
Education which deals 
with training of teachers. 

There are donors who 
are supporting work in 
HIV/AIDS. However, 
there is still need for 
more financial support. 
The Ministry of Health is 
responsible for channel-
ing resources appropri-
ately through the Na-
tional Aids Committee. 

Score 2 2 2 0 1 1 0 1 
Score refers to country preparedness (one is low, three is high or zero if action has not yet been taken on this issue). 



SADC HRD SCU  HIV/AIDS Country Preparedness Report Synthesis    page 7 

E:\HIVAIDS\presentations\country synthesis.doc      March 2001 

1.CREATING A FOUNDATION FOR ACTION 
 
COUNTRY DUAL  

APPROACH 
LEADERSHIP COLLECTIVE 

DEDICATION 
RESEARCH 
AGENDA 

EFFECTIVE 
MANAGEMENT 

POLICY AND 
REGULATIONS 

STRATEGIC PLAN RESOURCES 

 Is equal considera-
tion given to (1) 
preventing spread of 
the disease and to 
(2) reducing the 
anticipated impact of 
the pandemic on 
education? 

Are political leaders, 
senior officials, 
unions, the teaching 
service, school 
governing bodies 
knowledgeable and 
committed to action?  

Are partners outside 
government involved 
in the fight against 
HIV/AIDS? Do 
mechanisms exist for 
partnerships?  

Is information about 
HIV/AIDS being 
collected, analysed, 
stored and spread? 
Is there an HIV/AIDS 
and education re-
search agenda for 
the education sector?  

Has a full-time senior 
manager been ap-
pointed? Does a 
standing structure 
exist which includes 
partners in and out of 
government?  

Are HIV/AIDS sector 
policies and regulations 
in place? Are there 
appropriate codes of 
conduct for teachers 
and learners, and are 
they applied rigor-
ously? 

Is there an education 
sector HIV/AIDS strategic 
plan which covers all 
levels of the whole edu-
cation sector, and is it 
funded? 
 

Are plans being funded 
adequately? Are funds 
being channelled to 
various levels of the 
system, and to partners 
outside government who 
can use them? 

Swaziland i)Yes, through the 
development of 
curriculum, schools 
health intervention 
programme and the 
crisis communication 
strategy. 
Ii) Yes, the Ministry 
of Education is in the 
process of imple-
menting the recom-
mendations from the 
Impact Assessment 
Study. 

They are knowledge-
able but they are not 
fully committed. 
There is very little 
commitment. 

Yes, other Govern-
ment Ministries such 
as the Ministry of 
Health and Social 
Welfare are involved 
in the fight against 
HIV/AIDS together 
with other NGOs and 
International agen-
cies. 

i) No. 
ii) No, but ways are 
being explored to 
have one. 

i) No. 
ii) Yes. 

i) No. 
ii) No. 

i) No. 
ii) N/A 

i) N/A there is no strate-
gic plan in place yet. 

Score 2 1 2 0 1 0 0 02 
South Africa There is considera-

tion for both preven-
tion and mitigation, 
but it is not equal – 
prevention has been 
receiving more atten-
tion. Only recently 
has impact begun to 
be addressed. 

There is a high level 
of commitment at the 
highest political level. 

Yes, but to a limited 
extent. There is 
consultation at na-
tional, provincial and 
district levels. 

No comprehensive 
information is avail-
able. Information is 
mainly from ante-
natal clinics. Yes, 
there is a research 
agenda   

There is a full-time 
coordinator for 
HIV/AIDS who is also 
advisor to the Minis-
ter. 

Yes, there is a policy 
and regulations in 
place, namely: a) 
Guidelines for Educa-
tors; b) HIV/AIDS in the 
Workplace; c) National 
Strategy on HIV/AIDS 
Prevention at School 
Level.   

Yes/No. There is a Stra-
tegic Plan for Prevention 
at school level which 
does not cover the terti-
ary sector. 

Yes, plans are funded 
adequately ; however, 
uncertain if resources 
filter down to grassroots 
level or NGOs. 

Score 2 3 1 1 3 2 2 2 
Score refers to country preparedness (one is low, three is high or zero if action has not yet been taken on this issue). 
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1. CREATING A FOUNDATION FOR ACTION 
COUNTRY DUAL  

APPROACH 
LEADERSHIP COLLECTIVE 

DEDICATION 
RESEARCH 
AGENDA 

EFFECTIVE 
MANAGEMENT 

POLICY AND 
REGULATIONS 

STRATEGIC 
PLAN 

RESOURCES 

 Is equal considera-
tion given to (1) 
preventing spread of 
the disease and to 
(2) reducing the 
anticipated impact of 
the pandemic on 
education? 

Are political leaders, 
senior officials, 
unions, the teaching 
service, school 
governing bodies 
knowledgeable and 
committed to action?  

Are partners outside 
government involved 
in the fight against 
HIV/AIDS? Do 
mechanisms exist for 
partnerships?  

Is information about 
HIV/AIDS being 
collected, analysed, 
stored and spread? 
Is there an HIV/AIDS 
and education re-
search agenda for 
the education sector?  

Has a full-time senior 
manager been ap-
pointed? Does a 
standing structure 
exist which includes 
partners in and out of 
government?  

Are HIV/AIDS sector 
policies and regula-
tions in place? Are 
there appropriate 
codes of conduct for 
teachers and learn-
ers, and are they 
applied rigorously? 

Is there an education 
sector HIV/AIDS 
strategic plan which 
covers all levels of 
the whole education 
sector, and is it 
funded? 
 

Are plans being 
funded adequately? 
Are funds being 
channelled to various 
levels of the system, 
and to partners 
outside government 
who can use them? 

Tanzania Emphasis is on 
prevention of imme-
diate factors that 
contribute to the 
spread of HIV. Little 
is done on the im-
pact. Some 
NGOs/Agencies work 
on impact on a small 
scale. 

Awareness is rea-
sonably high. Com-
mitment among 
politicians at all 
levels. The famous 
human touch in 1999 
that runs in villages 
in entire country was 
dedicated to Youth 
and Prevention of 
Aids   

Yes. Interested 
partners are involved 
& their involvement is 
thru’ the support 
(financial) they pro-
vide. A forum exists 
for exchange of 
experiences. All 
undertakings are 
done under an MoU. 

There is a research 
agenda under the 
Medium Term Plan of 
the National Strategic 
Framework. Data is 
collected thru’ ques-
tionnaires or DGR. 
Electronically proc-
essed and docu-
mented reports or 
floppies. Dissemina-
tion done thru’ publi-
cation of reports 

There is a full time 
senior manager with 
the existing structure 
of the Min.of Educ & 
Culture and a full-
time Coordinator of 
HIV/AIDS activities in 
the Min.of Science, 
Tech., & Higher 
Education 

Strategic guidelines 
are based on the 
Education & Training 
Policy statement 
stipulations – Provi-
sion of health educ. 
And nutrition to 
schools and colleges. 
There is a guideline 
for preventive educa-
tion for 
HIV/AIDS/STDs for 
schools and colleges  

Yes. Under the 
National Strategic 
Framework for pre-
vention and control of 
HIV/AIDS/STDs - 
MTPIII 

Budget is made and 
activities are costed. 
But funding is not 
always guaranteed.  

Score 2 2 2 1 3 2 3 2 
Zambia No, impact issues 

have not yet received 
attention they de-
serve. 

Yes, a Ministerial 
Committee has been 
appointed at the 
national level to 
supervise the work of 
the National Secre-
tariat and Council. 

Yes, through the 
collective implemen-
tation of the BESSIP 
and the Joint Steer-
ing Implementation 
Committees, which 
involve donors and 
NGOs. 

i) Yes, through the 
use of annual statis-
tical returns from 
schools, districts and 
provinces newslet-
ters, brochures, 
annual reports and 
radio programmes. 
ii) A research agenda 
is being set up. 

i) Focal points have 
been appointed at 
the national, regional, 
district and school 
levels but they do not 
operate on a full time 
basis.ii) The national 
council and secre-
tariat comprises 
Government, Univer-
sities, NGOs, the 
private sector and 
eminent individuals. 

i) Yes, the main 
policy document is 
titled “Educating Our 
Future” and a policy 
statement on 
HIV/AIDS education 
were established by 
Gvt. ii) No. 

Yes, there is. It is 
titled “Strategic 
HIV/AIDS Education 
Plan.” 

Funds are being 
channeled to the 
various levels of the 
system through 
BESSIP arrange-
ments. 

Score 2 3 3 3 3 2 3 3 
Zimbabwe Yes. Equal consid-

eration being given. 
A lot on Curriculum 
development - Life 
skills education and 
teacher training. 

Government is com-
mitted. There is a 
National Aids Coor-
dinating Programme 
and a National AIDS 
Council (NAC)  

Yes, there is a close 
networking system 
bringing together all 
actors involved in the 
fight against 
HIV/AIDS in the 
country- a multisec-
toral approach 

There is a research 
agenda nationwide, 
but not specifically in 
the education sector. 
Impact study still to 
be done. 

Yes, there is a secre-
tariat in the Ministry 
that works with 
UNICEF. This unit 
links with all higher 
education institutions 

There is a national 
policy on AIDS (Un-
clear if there is a 
specific policy in the 
education sector). 
Codes of conduct are 
those that apply to 
any work place 
(incl.teachers). 

The Min.of Higher 
Education has a 
strategic plan. The 
other ministry is 
currently working on 
a 5-year plan to start 
next month. 

Every taxpayer pays 
an AIDS Levy, which 
is managed by the 
National AIDS Coun-
cil. This money is to 
take care of orphans, 
families and educa-
tion. 

Score 2 3 3 2 3 3 2 3 
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2.MITIGATING THE IMPACT OF HIV AND AIDS ON EDUCATION 
 
COUNTRY ASSESSMENT RISK PROFILE STABILISING PROJECTING MITIGATING RESPONDING 

CREATIVELY 
ORPHAN 
NEEDS 

ALL SUBSEC-
TORS 

 Has an assessment 
been done of the 
likely impact of 
HIV/AIDS on the 
education sector in 
future? 

Is there some under-
standing of the fac-
tors which make 
educators and learn-
ers vulnerable to 
infection? 

Are steps being 
taken to sustain 
the quality of 
education provi-
sion and to replace 
teachers and 
managers lost to 
the system? 

Have relatively accu-
rate projections been 
made of likely enrol-
ments and teacher 
requirements at various 
levels of the system 
over the next five to ten 
years? 

Are children affected 
and infected by the 
pandemic receiving 
counselling and 
care? Is there a 
culture of care in 
schools and institu-
tions? Are human 
rights protected in 
learning institutions 
and education work-
places?  

Is the system trying 
to provide meaning-
ful, relevant educa-
tional services to 
learners affected by 
HIV/AIDS, finding 
new times, places 
and techniques for 
learning and teach-
ing?  
 

Is planning underway 
to understand and 
respond to the spe-
cial needs of increas-
ing numbers of 
orphaned and other 
vulnerable children? 

Is attention being made 
to the planning re-
quirements of all edu-
cation subsectors – 
from early childhood 
development through to 
university? 

Angola An evaluation of the 
impact is currently 
going on. There is a 
national Strategy 
Plan produced by a 
multi-sectoral com-
mittee. 

Yes, but the evalua-
tion will confirm this. 

Steps have just 
begun. Advice is 
being given to 
people to use 
preventatives and 
to reject blood that 
is not  well certifi-
cated. 

The evaluation will 
provide this information. 

Testing is voluntary. 
Human rights are 
being protected 
through policy. 

Not yet. This is an issue that 
the multi-sectoral 
committee is dealing 
with. 

This is on the agenda.  

Score 1 2 2 1 1 0 1 1 
Botswana A study on the im-

pact of HIV/AIDS is 
currently going on. A 
school survey on 
impact by DFID was 
completed in 2000. In 
1999 University of 
Botswana completed 
KAP assisted by 
WHO. 

DFID’s mini school 
assessment identi-
fied factors but the 
recommendation is to 
undertake a more 
comprehensive 
study. 

Not at the moment 
but in future it 
might be a prob-
lem 

Scenarios for the future 
expected to be pro-
jected by the impact 
study. This will be used 
for planning and devel-
opment of intervention 
strategies. 

Yes. Teachers are 
trained to give this 
support. There are 
also Village AIDS 
committees. There is 
policy which protects 
human rights in the 
workplace and edu-
cation institutions. 

This is being 
planned. 

In collaboration with 
the Ministry of Local 
Government, orphan 
care support is of-
fered to children in 
difficult situations. 
The Government of 
Botswana has devel-
oped a Short-Term 
Plan for Orphans. 

 

Score 3 2 0 1 2 1 2  
Lesotho No. This is hard to ascer-

tain without carrying 
out an impact as-
sessment. 

 Yes, they have. These 
are found in the World 
Bank report, Epidiomi-
ological Report on 
HIV/AIDS 1999 and the 
sentinel surveillence 
conducted by the MOH. 

No consideration is 
being given to the 
need for more care 
and counselling in 
schools. However, 
the targeted equity 
based programme 
will provide bursaries 
for children in need, 
including orphans. 

Yes. Primary school 
teachers are trained 
to teach HIV/AIDS in 
schools. 

There are plans to 
establish a targeted 
equity based pro-
gramme to provide 
bursaries for children 
in need. 

This should be catered 
for under the National 
Strategic Plan. 

Score 0 0 0 3 1 1 2 2 
Score refers to country preparedness (one is low, three is high or zero if action has not yet been taken on this issue). 
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2.MITIGATING THE IMPACT OF HIV AND AIDS ON EDUCATION 
 
COUNTRY ASSESSMENT RISK PROFILE STABILISING PROJECTING MITIGATING RESPONDING 

CREATIVELY 
ORPHAN 
NEEDS 

ALL SUBSEC-
TORS 

 Has an assessment 
been done of the 
likely impact of 
HIV/AIDS on the 
education sector in 
future? 

Is there some under-
standing of the fac-
tors which make 
educators and learn-
ers vulnerable to 
infection? 

Are steps being 
taken to sustain the 
quality of education 
provision and to 
replace teachers and 
managers lost to the 
system? 

Have relatively accu-
rate projections been 
made of likely enrol-
ments and teacher 
requirements at 
various levels of the 
system over the next 
five to ten years? 

Are children affected 
and infected by the 
pandemic receiving 
counselling and 
care? Is there a 
culture of care in 
schools and institu-
tions? Are human 
rights protected in 
learning institutions 
and education work-
places?  

Is the system trying 
to provide meaning-
ful, relevant educa-
tional services to 
learners affected by 
HIV/AIDS, finding 
new times, places 
and techniques for 
learning and teach-
ing?  
 

Is planning underway 
to understand and 
respond to the spe-
cial needs of increas-
ing numbers of 
orphaned and other 
vulnerable children? 

Is attention being 
made to the planning 
requirements of all 
education subsectors 
– from early child-
hood development 
through to university? 

Malawi An assessment has 
been done but the 
findings have not yet 
been disseminated. 

The underlying 
factors can be attrib-
uted to physiological, 
psychological and 
economic factors. 
Multiple sex partners 
are the biggest single 
cause of infection. 

Not yet. Not yet. There is no identifica-
tion of children as 
being affected or 
infected by the pan-
demic. They are not 
isolated or labelled. 

Not yet. Planning is under-
way.  

Yes. Attention is 
being given to the 
planning require-
ments of junior, 
senior and medium 
levels only. 

Score 3 2 0 0 0 0 2 2 
Mauritius No assessment has 

been done due to low 
prevalence rate 

No Not yet due to low 
prevalence rate. 

No There is no specific 
programmes to deal 
with counseling in 
school. There is the 
general service open 
to the Public offered 
by Ministry of Health 

No No No coverage for pre-
primary and primary 

 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 
Mozambique An assessment was 

completed in Dec 
2000. The report is 
due to be published 
soon. 

The underlying 
factors that make 
educators and learn-
ers vulnerable to 
infection are cultural, 
and socio-economic. 

There are no plans or 
actions been taken 
although it is recog-
nised as a problem. 

These projections 
are to be found in the 
Dec 2000 study. 

There is no counsel-
ling and care yet 
been offered in 
schools. It is being 
discussed but there 
are no plans yet. 

No plans yet devel-
oped although dis-
cussions are taking 
place. 

No plans. There is a 
problem in that there 
is no identification of 
children as being 
orphaned by AIDS 
because of the 
stigma of it. 

The focus is only on 
primary and secon-
dary education. 

Score 2 1 0 3 0 0 0 2 
Score refers to country preparedness (one is low, three is high or zero if action has not yet been taken on this issue). 
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2. MITIGATING THE IMPACT OF HIV AND AIDS ON EDUCATION 
 
COUNTRY ASSESSMENT RISK PROFILE STABILISING PROJECTING MITIGATING RESPONDING 

CREATIVELY 
ORPHAN 
NEEDS 

ALL SUBSEC-
TORS 

 Has an assessment 
been done of the 
likely impact of 
HIV/AIDS on the 
education sector in 
future? 

Is there some under-
standing of the fac-
tors which make 
educators and learn-
ers vulnerable to 
infection? 

Are steps being 
taken to sustain the 
quality of education 
provision and to 
replace teachers and 
managers lost to the 
system? 

Have relatively accu-
rate projections been 
made of likely enrol-
ments and teacher 
requirements at 
various levels of the 
system over the next 
five to ten years? 

Are children affected 
and infected by the 
pandemic receiving 
counselling and 
care? Is there a 
culture of care in 
schools and institu-
tions? Are human 
rights protected in 
learning institutions 
and education work-
places?  

Is the system trying 
to provide meaning-
ful, relevant educa-
tional services to 
learners affected by 
HIV/AIDS, finding 
new times, places 
and techniques for 
learning and teach-
ing?  
 

Is planning underway 
to understand and 
respond to the spe-
cial needs of increas-
ing numbers of 
orphaned and other 
vulnerable children? 

Is attention being 
made to the planning 
requirements of all 
education subsectors 
– from early child-
hood development 
through to university? 

Namibia No. First assessment 
to be done in April 
2001  

Identified, but not 
very certain because 
no assessment has 
been done 

Nothing done yet Was not so accurate This is hampered by 
Human rights & 
confidentiality con-
siderations  

Difficult to cater for 
orphans or respond 
appropriately bec’ no 
distinction from other 
orphans and also 
bec' orphans are 
absorbed by ex-
tended families 

-Not very cultural; 
- Where orphans are 
identified, they are 
exempted from 
paying for fees, 
textbooks, etc.  
- Loans & bursaries, 
are also provided, 
particularly at higher 
education level  

 

Score 2 1 0 1 1 0 3 0 
Seychelles No impact asses-

ment undertaken 
Yes. The Personal and 

Social Education 
Programme includes 
a component on 
teacher training for 
equipping teachers to 
deal with pandemic 
as well as to train 
enough teachers. 

No There is no specific 
counseling in the 
schools however, 
there are counseling 
services which are 
available to the 
public. 

Efforts have been 
focused on IEC and 
to some extend 
integration of 
HIV/AIDS in the 
curriculum as well as 
teacher training. 

Orphans requiring 
help and assistance 
will be priority and 
there will be no 
discrimination  

Efforts have tended 
to focus on primary, 
secondary and 
teacher training. 
There is nothing 
much happening at 
higher training institu-
tions. 

Score 0 1 2 0 1 1 1 1 
Score refers to country preparedness (one is low, three is high or zero if action has not yet been taken on this issue). 
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2. MITIGATING THE IMPACT OF HIV AND AIDS ON EDUCATION 
 
COUNTRY ASSESSMENT RISK PROFILE STABILISING PROJECTING MITIGATING RESPONDING 

CREATIVELY 
ORPHAN 
NEEDS 

ALL SUBSEC-
TORS 

 Has an assessment 
been done of the 
likely impact of 
HIV/AIDS on the 
education sector in 
future? 

Is there some under-
standing of the fac-
tors which make 
educators and learn-
ers vulnerable to 
infection? 

Are steps being 
taken to sustain the 
quality of education 
provision and to 
replace teachers and 
managers lost to the 
system? 

Have relatively accu-
rate projections been 
made of likely enrol-
ments and teacher 
requirements at 
various levels of the 
system over the next 
five to ten years? 

Are children affected 
and infected by the 
pandemic receiving 
counselling and 
care? Is there a 
culture of care in 
schools and institu-
tions? Are human 
rights protected in 
learning institutions 
and education work-
places?  

Is the system trying 
to provide meaning-
ful, relevant educa-
tional services to 
learners affected by 
HIV/AIDS, finding 
new times, places 
and techniques for 
learning and teach-
ing?  
 

Is planning underway 
to understand and 
respond to the spe-
cial needs of increas-
ing numbers of 
orphaned and other 
vulnerable children? 

Is attention being 
made to the planning 
requirements of all 
education subsectors 
– from early child-
hood development 
through to university? 

Swaziland Yes. An impact 
assessment study 
was undertaken for 
the Ministry of Edu-
cation in 2000. 

The study does 
reveal factors such 
as: alcohol and drug 
abuse, sugar dad-
dies, etc but these 
have not been sub-
jected to empirical 
testing. 

Teachers that are 
lost to the system are 
replaced either by 
temporary or perma-
nent substitutes. No 
provision for future 
consequences has 
been made yet. 

Projections have 
been made, the 
accuracy of which 
may not be easily 
determined. 

 Indications are that 
there are no children 
known to be infected 
with HIV/AIDS in 
schools due to the 
high stigmitisation of 
the epidemic. It is not 
known who is in-
fected and affected. 
This means that no 
counseling services 
are available in 
schools.  

Very few learners 
have the courage to 
reveal that they are 
either infected or 
even affected by the 
disease, thus no 
provision is made to 
avail such services to 
them.  

Yes. Yes. 

Score 3 2 1 2 0 0 1 2 
South Africa Yes, an impact 

assessment has 
been undertaken. 

No assessment has 
been done of the risk 
factors; but there is 
some understanding 
of some of factors 
e.g. poverty, STDs, 
TB, unemployment, 
gender inequality, etc 

Not yet taken any 
steps specifically in 
relation to losses due 
to AIDS. 

Some projections 
have been made. 

 No. Appropriate 
response still to be 
developed. 

The Social welfare 
department is playing 
a leading role. 

Yes. 

Score 3 2 0 2 0 0 1 2 
Score refers to country preparedness (one is low, three is high or zero if action has not yet been taken on this issue). 
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2.MITIGATING THE IMPACT OF HIV AND AIDS ON EDUCATION 
COUNTRY ASSESSMENT RISK PROFILE STABILISING PROJECTING MITIGATING RESPONDING 

CREATIVELY 
ORPHAN 
NEEDS 

ALL SUBSECTORS 

 Has an assessment 
been done of the 
likely impact of 
HIV/AIDS on the 
education sector in 
future? 

Is there some under-
standing of the fac-
tors which make 
educators and learn-
ers vulnerable to 
infection? 

Are steps being 
taken to sustain the 
quality of education 
provision and to 
replace teachers and 
managers lost to the 
system? 

Have relatively accu-
rate projections been 
made of likely enrol-
ments and teacher 
requirements at 
various levels of the 
system over the next 
five to ten years? 

Are children affected 
and infected by the 
pandemic receiving 
counselling and 
care? Is there a 
culture of care in 
schools and institu-
tions? Are human 
rights protected in 
learning institutions 
and education work-
places?  

Is the system trying 
to provide meaning-
ful, relevant educa-
tional services to 
learners affected by 
HIV/AIDS, finding 
new times, places 
and techniques for 
learning and teach-
ing?  
 

Is planning underway 
to understand and 
respond to the spe-
cial needs of increas-
ing numbers of 
orphaned and other 
vulnerable children? 

Is attention being made to 
the planning requirements 
of all education subsectors 
– from early childhood 
development through to 
university? 

Tanzania No comprehensive 
assessment done. 
However, there are 
scattered assess-
ment studies by 
individual NGOs, 
organisations & 
institutions 

Yes. Scattered at-
tempts have been 
made by TANESA, 
Medical University & 
individual research-
ers at University of 
Dar-es-Salaam . 
nothing done by 
MoEC   

Not yet. However, 
the pinch has been 
felt. But no deliberate 
efforts are done to 
replace educators 
lost to AIDS. 

Nothing has been 
done. Very small 
scale by individual 
researcher 

Due to confidentiality, 
counseling for in-
fected persons In 
general, this is done. 
Some schools take 
care of orphans – 
payment of schools 
fees, etc. Support 
comes from commu-
nity, not the ministry. 
Tes, there is protec-
tion of human rights 
in institutions and 
workplaces.  

Such a system is not 
known at the mo-
ment. 

Scattered studies 
have been done. 
Some are ongoing to 
study the magnitude. 
But not done by the 
Ministries of Educa-
tion and Higher 
Learning. 

Advocacy and sensitisa-
tion is made especially at 
higher levels. More advo-
cacy is needed for target 
groups and implementers.  

Score 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 2 
Zambia Not yet. This is hard to de-

termine as an impact 
assessment has not 
been carried out. 

Yes, through alterna-
tive training methods. 

Some projections 
have been made 
through the National 
HIV/AIDS Strategic 
Framework. 

Yes, counseling 
services are avail-
able. The Ministry of 
Education has re-
moved fees at the 
Basic Education 
level. 

 Yes, through the 
provision of counsel-
ing services and the 
provision of free 
education at the 
Basic Education 
level.  

Some attention is being 
given to planning but a 
need for further training in 
this area for mitigating the 
impact of the pandemic on 
the education system.  

Score 0 0 2 2 3 0 2 1 
Zimbabwe The Min.of Higher  

Education conducted 
an impact assess-
ment on the tertiary 
sector. 

No, a risk profile 
assessment is still to 
be done. 

No. In-service train-
ing for serving teach-
ers is under the 
Ministry of Education, 
Sports and Culture 

No. It is beginning to 
be done, however. 

Evaluation is being 
done continuously. 

Yes, through the 
AIDS Levy 

Some assessment of 
orphan needs plan-
ning being under-
taken – factors being 
considered include: 
counseling require-
ments, community 
outreach activities,  
etc. 

Yes.   

Score 1 0 0 0 0 1 2 2 
Score refers to country preparedness (one is low, three is high or zero if action has not yet been taken on this issue). 
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3.PREVENTING THE SPREAD OF HIV/AIDS  
 
COUNTRY APPROPRIATE 

CURRICULUM 
IN ALL 
SCHOOLS 

MATERIALS 
DEVELOPED 
AND DISTRIB-
UTED 

SERVING 
TEACHERS 
PREPARED 

TEACHER 
EDUCATORS 
PREPARED 

EVALUATION COUNSELLING 
FOR LEARN-
ERS 

COUNSELLING 
FOR EDUCA-
TORS 

PARTNER-
SHIPS 

 Are learners being 
guided through the 
curriculum on safe 
sex and appropriate 
behaviours and 
attitudes?  

Have materials 
suitable for learners 
in schools and post-
school institutions 
been development 
and distributed to 
institutions? Are they 
up to date? 

Are school teachers 
adequately prepared 
through preservice 
and inservice to 
teach life skills cur-
ricula? Have they 
accepted this re-
sponsibility? 

Have university, 
teacher training 
college and local 
teacher support staff 
been trained in 
HIV/AIDS issues and 
curriculum implemen-
tation? 

Have materials and 
courses been evalu-
ated in terms of 
content, implementa-
tion and outcomes? 

Can pupils and 
students who are 
affected by AIDS find 
help from their 
teachers? Or from 
someone else? 

Are teachers affected 
by AIDS, and those 
who are dealing with 
the trauma of chil-
dren affected by 
AIDS getting help to 
cope? 

Are other partners 
helping with preven-
tion programmes? 

Angola A subject on 
HIV/AIDS has been 
introduced in 
schools. 

Yes. Some pilot projects 
are training teachers 
to be prepared. 

This is beginning. Not yet. There is no recogni-
tion of the disease in 
schools. 

There is access to 
counselling when 
they are tested. 

There are a number 
of co-operating 
partners who are 
helping with preven-
tative programmes. 

Score 1 2 2 1 0 0 1 1 
Botswana HIV/AIDS education 

is a compulsory at all 
levels of education. It 
is integrated across 
all subjects in the 
curriculum. 

In 1994, AIDS educa-
tion materials from 
other countries were 
collected and 
adapted for use 
here.. 

Guidance and Coun-
selling Programme of 
MoE provides in-
service training to 
teachers and educa-
tion support staff. 

Yes, through con-
tinuous training and 
workshops. 

MoE is piloting a 
WHO HIV/AIDS 
education material in 
30 schools for the 
purpose of adopting 
a school health 
promotion initiative. 

The Guidance train-
ing attempts to equip 
teachers with special 
skills to help students 
afffected by the 
disease. 

There is counselling 
offered at clinics. 

There is a high 
degree of other 
partner involvement 
– BOFWA, PACT, 
PSI, WAR. 

Score 3 2 3 2 2 2 2 2 
Lesotho This is being planned 

but currently not 
much has been done 
to include sex educa-
tion in the curriculum. 

Not much is being 
done to integrate 
knowledge about the 
pandemic in all 
subject areas at the 
local university. 

Primary school 
teachers are trained 
to teach HIV/AIDS in 
schools, mainly 
through training 
workshops. 

Primary school 
teachers are trained 
to teach HIV/AIDS in 
schools. 

No. Counselling services 
are provided in 
Government Hospi-
tals. 

Counselling services 
are provided in 
Government Hospi-
tals 

Yes e.g. The UN 
Theme Group 

Score 1 1 2 1 0 1 1 1 
Score refers to country preparedness (one is low, three is high or zero if action has not yet been taken on this issue). 
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3.PREVENTING THE SPREAD OF HIV/AIDS  
 
COUNTRY APPROPRIATE 

CURRICULUM 
IN ALL 
SCHOOLS 

MATERIALS 
DEVELOPED 
AND DISTRIB-
UTED 

SERVING 
TEACHERS 
PREPARED 

TEACHER 
EDUCATORS 
PREPARED 

EVALUATION COUNSELLING 
FOR LEARN-
ERS 

COUNSELLING 
FOR EDUCA-
TORS 

PARTNER-
SHIPS 

 Are learners being 
guided through the 
curriculum on safe 
sex and appropriate 
behaviours and 
attitudes?  

Have materials 
suitable for learners 
in schools and post-
school institutions 
been development 
and distributed to 
institutions? Are they 
up to date? 

Are school teachers 
adequately prepared 
through preservice 
and inservice to 
teach life skills cur-
ricula? Have they 
accepted this re-
sponsibility? 

Have university, 
teacher training 
college and local 
teacher support staff 
been trained in 
HIV/AIDS issues and 
curriculum implemen-
tation? 

Have materials and 
courses been evalu-
ated in terms of 
content, implementa-
tion and outcomes? 

Can pupils and 
students who are 
affected by AIDS find 
help from their 
teachers? Or from 
someone else? 

Are teachers affected 
by AIDS, and those 
who are dealing with 
the trauma of chil-
dren affected by 
AIDS getting help to 
cope? 

Are other partners 
helping with preven-
tion programmes? 

Malawi Because of the high 
predominance of 
religious organised 
schools in the coun-
try the emphasis is 
on abstinence rather 
than safe sex. 

The materials are in 
the process of being 
developed.  

No, not yet except for 
some trial schools. 
However, there are 
plans and funding in 
the pipeline to do so. 

Not yet. No. Yes. No. Yes. 

Score 2 1 1 0 0 1 0 2 
Mauritius Currently no curricu-

lum for HIV/AIDS in 
the school system 

No. Focus is on IEC No programme  
currently in place. 

Not yet No There is general 
counselling services 
under the Ministry of 
Health which are 
free. 

No Donor agencies 
support Aids pro-
gramme. 

Score 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Mozambique A new curriculum is 

being planned to be 
introduced in 9 dis-
tricts by 2002. The 
rest of the country 
will be reached by 
2004. 

UNICEF has pro-
vided some comple-
mentary material for 
the existing curricu-
lum in the whole 
country. 

A few teachers have 
been trained on a 
project basis so far. 
This seems to have 
been well received 
by these teachers. 

Some teacher educa-
tors have received 
basic HIV/AIDS 
training. It is planned 
that all should re-
ceive training by 
2001. They have not 
been trained in the 
new curriculum. The 
challenge is that our 
teachers are very 
under qualified. 

No evaluation has 
happened as the 
materials are still to 
be used. 

No, as it is very 
uncommon for peo-
ple to openly recog-
nise AIDS. There are 
virtually no trained 
counsellors. 

There is only one 
HIV/AIDS counselling 
centre in Maputo that 
serves the whole 
country. 

An American organi-
sation, PSI, among 
others are involved in 
small projects. At the 
national level there is 
UNICEF and UNDP. 

Score 1 2 1 1 0 0 0 2 
Score refers to country preparedness (one is low, three is high or zero if action has not yet been taken on this issue). 
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PREVENTING THE SPREAD OF HIV/AIDS  
 
COUNTRY APPROPRIATE 

CURRICULUM 
IN ALL 
SCHOOLS 

MATERIALS 
DEVELOPED 
AND DISTRIB-
UTED 

SERVING 
TEACHERS 
PREPARED 

TEACHER 
EDUCATORS 
PREPARED 

EVALUATION COUNSELLING 
FOR LEARN-
ERS 

COUNSELLING 
FOR EDUCA-
TORS 

PARTNER-
SHIPS 

 Are learners being 
guided through the 
curriculum on safe 
sex and appropriate 
behaviours and 
attitudes?  

Have materials 
suitable for learners 
in schools and post-
school institutions 
been development 
and distributed to 
institutions? Are they 
up to date? 

Are school teachers 
adequately prepared 
through preservice 
and inservice to 
teach life skills cur-
ricula? Have they 
accepted this re-
sponsibility? 

Have university, 
teacher training 
college and local 
teacher support staff 
been trained in 
HIV/AIDS issues and 
curriculum implemen-
tation? 

Have materials and 
courses been evalu-
ated in terms of 
content, implementa-
tion and outcomes? 

Can pupils and 
students who are 
affected by AIDS find 
help from their 
teachers? Or from 
someone else? 

Are teachers affected 
by AIDS, and those 
who are dealing with 
the trauma of chil-
dren affected by 
AIDS getting help to 
cope? 

Are other partners 
helping with preven-
tion programmes? 

Namibia No curriculum on 
HIV/AIDS has been 
developed 

No materials Not yet prepared No. No evaluation be-
cause there are no 
materials 

Difficult because of 
confidentiality 

None, except that 
from the Health 
Sector  

Yes, especially the 
international organi-
sations 

Score 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 
Seychelles Curriculum for pri-

mary and secondary 
schools developed.   

Yes. Under the Personal 
and Social Education 
Programme, there is 
teacher training 
component which is 
aimed at equipping 
teachers to cope with 
the pandemic. In 
addition, specialist 
teachers in secon-
dary schools are 
being trained. 

The training of 
teachers is being 
undertaken in 
teacher training 
institutions. 

no None none Yes, especially the 
International organi-
sations. WHO and 
UNFP are the major  
partners 

Score 2 2 3 2 0 0 0 2 
Swaziland Curriculum is being 

developed to incor-
porate HIV/AIDS and 
Life Skills Education. 

Some books and 
other IEC materials 
have been developed 
and distributed to 
schools. 

Curriculum is being 
developed to incor-
porate HIV/AIDS and 
Life Skills Education. 

Some activities are in 
the pipeline. The 
University of Swazi-
land has already 
started some activi-
ties in this area. 

No, except for a fact-
finding mission 
commissioned by 
UNESCO-Harare. 
The report is still 
awaited. 

 This still remains a 
challenge. 

Yes, but it would be 
appreciated if they 
would clearly define 
and indicate their 
plans and the extent 
to which they intend 
to assist, not just 
popping in whenever 
and wherever they 
wish. 

Score 2 1 2 1 1 0 0 2 
South Africa Yes Yes Starting to train 

teachers. 
    Yes 

Score 2 2 2 0 0 0 0 2 
Score refers to country preparedness (one is low, three is high or zero if action has not yet been taken on this issue). 
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3.PREVENTING THE SPREAD OF HIV/AIDS  
COUNTRY APPROPRIATE 

CURRICULUM 
IN ALL 
SCHOOLS 

MATERIALS DE-
VELOPED AND 
DISTRIBUTED 

SERVING 
TEACHERS 
PREPARED 

TEACHER 
EDUCATORS 
PREPARED 

EVALUATION COUNSELLING 
FOR LEARN-
ERS 

COUNSELLING 
FOR EDUCATORS 

PARTNERSHIPS 

 Are learners being 
guided through the 
curriculum on safe 
sex and appropriate 
behaviours and 
attitudes?  

Have materials suit-
able for learners in 
schools and post-
school institutions 
been development 
and distributed to 
institutions? Are they 
up to date? 

Are school teachers 
adequately pre-
pared through 
preservice and 
inservice to teach 
life skills curricula? 
Have they accepted 
this responsibility? 

Have university, 
teacher training 
college and local 
teacher support staff 
been trained in 
HIV/AIDS issues and 
curriculum implemen-
tation? 

Have materials and 
courses been evalu-
ated in terms of 
content, implementa-
tion and outcomes? 

Can pupils and 
students who are 
affected by AIDS find 
help from their 
teachers? Or from 
someone else? 

Are teachers affected by 
AIDS, and those who 
are dealing with the 
trauma of children 
affected by AIDS getting 
help to cope? 

Are other partners 
helping with preven-
tion programmes? 

Tanzania Yes. AIDS/STDs and 
Lifeskills education is 
integrated in carrier 
(?) subjects. Primary, 
secondary and 
teacher education.  
Schools package 
consists of 4 compo-
nents: AIDS/STDs 
education (class), 
peer educ., guardian 
initiative and school 
AIDS Action Commit-
tee   

There are some mate-
rials developed: peer 
education activity 
book, Training materi-
als for teachers, Tu-
tors & student books 
for teachers’ colleges , 
Guardian manuals and 
a new revised set of 
books for teachers & 
students for class 1-7. 
No materials for higher 
learning institutions 
and technical colleges. 

Yes. It has been 
done for inservice 
teachers for primary 
schools. Some have 
not. Sexuality com-
ponent a barrier for 
them (?) 

Yes, done in Teacher 
Training Colleges 
since 1999. Not yet 
done in universities 
and technical col-
leges. 

Only one evaluation 
has been done in 
Teachers colleges. 
None done compre-
hensively. 

Confdential-
ity/disclosure of HIV 
status a constraint to 
accessing informa-
tion on counseling 
needs  

Difficult to counsel 
because of confidential-
ity 

Yes. Collaborate very 
well with a number of 
partners- NGOs, 
private sector, UN 
organisations, bilat-
eral, etc 

Score 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 2 
Zambia It is not clear how 

HIV/AIDS Education 
is included in the 
curriculum especially 
at the lower levels. 
However, the School 
of Education, specifi-
cally Home Econom-
ics does accommo-
date knowledge 
about the pandemic. 

Yes. Some educators are 
being sensitized 
and teachers’ 
manuals are being 
prepared. 
The pre-service and 
in-service teacher 
training curriculum 
has been revised to 
include HIV/AIDS 
education. 

 Not much has been 
done in terms of 
impact assessment. 

Counselling services 
are provided in 
schools. 

 They are. As part of 
the National HIV/AIDS 
Council and Secre-
tariat. 

Score        1 
Zimbabwe Yes.  Through peer 

education and com-
munity involvement. 

Yes. Some learning 
materials covering 
Grades 4 to Form 6 
dostributed  

Yes. About 30% of 
the teaching work-
force now trained. 

HIV/AIDS now part of 
the core subjects in 
Teacher Education in 
Training Colleges. 

Evaluation is an 
ongoing exercise and 
is being undertaken 
by the Curriculum 
Development Unit 

Students are being 
counseled in colleges 
and universities, but 
not in schools. Train-
ing of counsillors 
required urgently for 
schools. 

No help is given to 
teachers. Matter needs 
to be addressed ur-
gently. 

Yes, many partners 
including the private 
sector, are helping 
with prevention pro-
grammes 

Score 3 3 1 2 3 1 0 2 
Score refers to country preparedness (one is low, three is high or zero if action has not yet been taken on this issue). 


