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Nairobi, September 24, 2003 - HIV/AIDS kills teachers faster than they can be trained, makes orphans of students, and threatens to derail efforts by highly-affected countries to get all boys and girls in school by 2015 – one of the key development goals of the international community. And yet, a good basic education ranks among the most effective, and cost-effective means of preventing HIV. It is a cruel paradox that children of school age have the lowest prevalence of infection, but that HIV/AIDS is destroying the ability of countries to deliver the "social vaccine" that can give them a chance to live a life free of AIDS.
"AIDS has already decimated one generation, and it now holds hostage the hopes of the next," Keith Hansen, World Bank Manager for the AIDS Campaign Team (ACT) for Africa, notes. "Nothing could be more destructive to children's potential than to deprive them of their parents and teachers during their most vulnerable and impressionable years."
In an effort to counter this trend, the World Bank launched today the Education and HIV/AIDS: A Sourcebook of HIV/AIDS Prevention Programs report, which aims to strengthen the role of the education sector in the prevention of HIV/AIDS.  Based on studies of 13 programs from African countries[1], ranging from Senegal to Zimbabwe, the study reveals the types of programs that are contributing to help Africa's young generation grow up to live healthy, productive lives.
"We know there is no cure for HIV and we know there is no biological vaccine against HIV, but prevention is entirely possible," says Don Bundy, World Bank Lead Specialist for Education and HIV/AIDS and author of the report. "And it is now clear that education is the social vaccine against HIV/AIDS. Even in the epicenters of infection in Africa, where one in three adults are infected, over 90 percent of school age children remain free of infection. These children, between 5 and 14 years of age, represent our window of hope to the future."
Developed rapidly in response to demands from countries struggling with the devastating effects of the epidemic, the Sourcebook looks into several new initiatives designed by countries themselves which are the in the process of being implemented.  Whereas the programs are at too early a stage to be confirmed successes, they were chosen on the grounds of promising results, as seen by national experts, and by meeting the criteria for sound programming practice, as set by the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) Inter-Agency Task Team (IATT) on Education.  This provides a framework for exploring the strengths and weaknesses of the programs.
"Even though it was coordinated from outside of Africa, it is a book of programs written and devised in Africa, by Africans, for Africans," Father Michael Kelly, who has been working in education in Zambia for over 45 years, commented at the launch of the report. "If we want to stop HIV, we must promote education: primary education, community education, education at every level. In order to do this, we need good programs, which are directly targeted at HIV prevention, and that is what appears in this book."
The programs presented are wide ranging, both in their methods employed, as well as their venues and activities.  In Zambia, where 20 percent of the adult population (15 to 49 years) is infected with HIV, the comprehensive in-school program of the Copperbelt Health Education Project was launched in 1988 to target children and youth from kindergarten to university.  The program aims to ensure that the new generation forms and maintains behaviors that will prevent them from contracting STDs and HIV.  In order to reach this target, the program launched a massive information campaign not only in schools, but also using innovative tools ranging from billboards and talent shows to radio programs and street theater performances, in addition to providing access to services such as counseling and HIV testing. 
"Our mission is to help develop knowledge that enables creativity, responsibility and healthy lifestyles," Antoinette Chileshe Phiri, Acting Executive Director of the Copperbelt Health Education Project, summed up.
The Sourcebook describes each program in detail, as well as the procedures for its implementation and comments on lessons learned hitherto by the implementers involved.  The key to the successful advances on the HIV/AIDS battlefield is revealing itself to be partnerships.  Programs conducted jointly between government agencies and civil society organizations show signs of being more effective, as well as more far-reaching. 
The importance of joining forces with fellow combatants in the fight against HIV/AIDS is one the World Bank has taken to heart, teaming up with the Partnership for Child Development, Development Cooperation Ireland, UNAIDS, UNESCO, WHO, UNFPA, DfID, UNICEF and USAID to develop the sourcebook.  The coalition is working with Ministries of Education across Africa to promote the Education for All and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which will ensure that every girl and boy has access to quality education despite the impact of HIV/AIDS on the education system, and to strengthen the capacity of the education sector to respond urgently to prevent learners and teachers from being infected with HIV.
-###-
To view the full report and read more about the IATT's activities, please visit:
www.schoolsandhealth.org
 
For more information on the World Bank's work on HIV/AIDS:
http://www1.worldbank.org/hiv_aids/
 

[1] The country programs included in the report were taken from Mozambique, Senegal, South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe.


