[bookmark: _heading=h.6f7xx0c7iskg]The Ministry of Education interview guide has been developed as part of a study commissioned by UNESCO to explore how national CSE programmes affect learners’ relationships in five countries: Argentina, Armenia, Lao PDR, Namibia and Nigeria. This study had two objectives: 
 
- To explore learner- and school-level outcomes related to the knowledge, attitudes, behaviours and skills that may contribute to healthy interpersonal relationships. 
- To document the national and school-level contexts, including the programmatic inputs and mechanisms that shape the implementation of CSE, and their implications for achieving outcomes. 

The study focused on three categories of relationships important to adolescent learners: relationships with parents and caregivers; relationships with peers and friends; and romantic relationships. It used a mixed-methods approach, with three main data collection activities. The study also included a desk review of existing reports and curricular documents. 
 
The focus group discussion was used to carry out part of the data collection.

Interview Guide: Ministry of Education
[bookmark: _heading=h.f07fl07xjyut]
[bookmark: _heading=h.u0tdhyt9s5b3]Introduction
The Torchlight Collective, commissioned by UNESCO Headquarters in Paris, is conducting a mixed methods study to explore secondary school learners’ short and intermediate-term outcomes - such as knowledge, attitudes, and practices - as they relate to healthy relationships-related objectives and content of your [national CSE curriculum]. In [insert country], we will visit 2 schools that are considered to be implementing the national programme with good fidelity as well as with good outcomes, as defined by the Ministry of Education and other stakeholders. During our visits, we will speak with school administrators and educators involved in the delivery of the programme, as well as engage learners in a survey and focus group discussions. We also seek to document the national and school level context, including the programmatic inputs and mechanisms that shape the implementation of these programmes in study sites, and their implications for achieving outcomes. Before beginning data collection and to build contextually relevant data collection tools for each country, we are interviewing experts like yourself to provide information on country contexts. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.eu12psbpzsmz]Consent
Whilst the information shared during this interview will not be included as findings of this study, we would like to use it as background in the country and global reports that will be written and published next year by UNESCO. 

	Do you consent to the use of the information you provide in this manner? 
	Yes/No

	Do you consent to the use of identifying information (i.e. your job title) to be used in written publications produced about this study? 
	Yes/No



[bookmark: _heading=h.mfw8j8dxzg1m]Section 1: Background and history

	Can you briefly tell me about the role that you play in relation to the [national CSE programme]?
 
What is your position within the ministry? In what capacity have you worked on sexuality education? What regions, and/or communities have you worked in? Any key adolescent populations (schools/humanitarian context/disabilities)?

	Please tell me about the history of the [national CSE programme] in your country. 

What prompted its development? For how long has it been implemented? Which stakeholders were involved in its development and roll-out? What were the outcomes that it intended to affect and why?

	Please give an overview of the main thematic focus areas of [national CSE programme]. 

What are the main values that the programme supports? Which topics are covered and why are these important in your country? Are learners taught social and emotional skills through the programme? If so, how is this integrated? 

	Please tell me about the implementation of the [national CSE programme]. 

Is it driven centrally or from sub-national bodies? For which age groups is it implemented and in which grades/schools? Is it compulsory in public and private schools? Is it integrated or standalone? If the former, into which subjects? 

	Who are the main drivers and supporters of the programme within the government (and other government parastatals and/or ministries)? 

What is their role and extent of participation? Who resources CSE in the country?

	How are teachers trained to deliver the content of the programme? 

Is there pre-service, in-service training or both? Which pedagogies are used for delivery? How are the values of the programme imparted through its delivery by teachers? 

	What resources are available for teachers and schools to guide the implementation of the programme? 

Provide details of documents already in our possession. Is there a curriculum with learning objectives? Lesson plans? Other resources for teachers? Guides for school administrators? 



[bookmark: _heading=h.pvywdpw2uoqy]Section 2: Monitoring and evaluation
We would now like to ask some questions about how the [national CSE programme] in your country is monitored or evaluated. In other words, how do you identify whether the programme is achieving the intended outcomes?

	How is the [national CSE programme] monitored and evaluated? 

Is there an EMIS that manages the data? Which indicators are used and how often is data collected? How is the data used to shape the programme?

	From your perspective, what are some of the greatest achievements of the programme? 

What evidence do you have of these successes or achievements?

	What have been the greatest challenges? 

How have you supported the mitigation of these challenges? 

	What are the benefits of the [national CSE programme] to learners?

Specifically, how would you expect the programme to affect relationships amongst adolescents, including with the parents, peers and romantic partners? 

	What are the benefits of the [national CSE programme] to schools? 

Specifically, how would you expect to see relationships improve within the school environment as a result of the programme? 



[bookmark: _heading=h.x4vrdgpw8v0p]Section 3: Site selection
We would like to ask some further questions that will help us with the identification of study sites (schools). Two secondary schools regarded as ‘best case scenario’ schools will be purposively selected to serve as study sites. By focusing on ‘best case scenario’ schools, the study will seek to draw lessons on the potential of the [national programme] to affect outcomes related to healthy relationships in the manner intended by the programme’s developers. Learning from these schools and the variables that affect the implementation of the programme provides learning for other schools wishing to enhance their implementation of the same programme.

A list of criteria to determine which schools can be categorised as ‘best case scenario’ will be applied in the purposive selection of schools.  The general criteria include: 
1. Schools that have been implementing the national CSE programme for an extended period of time (e.g., more than 5 years, or since development of a new curriculum); 
2. Schools that have a high level of support from administrators and educators for the national programme, based on guidance and input from UNESCO and MoE regarding supportive school administration; and
3. Schools that have implemented the programme with the highest degree of fidelity in terms of content, pedagogy and teacher training/skills will be selected, based on guidance from MoE and information available.

	Understanding these criteria, what are your initial thoughts about regions/states/provinces and/or schools within them for the study? 

Which criteria would you use to determine whether schools can be considered ‘best case scenarios’ in your country? Can you identify a long-list of schools that would be supportive of the study? 

	What are the next steps for us, as researchers, to take with you to identify 2 schools for the study? 

Make a plan for next steps after the interview. 

	



[bookmark: _heading=h.revnxesysaph]Section 4: Participant selection
We would like to ask some further questions that will help us with the identification of which learners to include as study participants. We would like to recruit learners that have received the majority of the national CSE programme’s content in relation to healthy relationships and are 15 to 18 years of age. They will be recruited in the selected schools following all local and national protocols for consent/assent of study participants. 

	Understanding these criteria, what are your initial thoughts about the learners that would be appropriate to involve in the study? 

In which classes would they be enrolled? In which grades? Are there considerations of exam leave or other breaks in the school year to be considered? 

	Have there been gaps in the implementation of the programme during COVID-19? If so, how has this affected learners? 

	What are the next steps for us, as researchers, to take with you to identify the learner participants for the study? 

Make a plan for next steps after the interview. 

	



[bookmark: _heading=h.kxau2fyeiho1]Section 5: Resources

Are there any resources, including curricula, teacher training materials, manuals or guides, that can be shared? 
